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Russell Wilson, a native of Memphis, 
Tennessee, is an outstanding classical and jazz 
pianist who received his bachelor an~ master 
of music degrees from Memphis State 
University. Formerly a member of Virginia 
Union University's faculty, he now teaches at 
the University of Richmon<! and at Virginia 
Commonwealth University and performs 
regularly with the Russell Wilson Quartet and 
Joe Kennedy Quartet. 
Mr. Wilson enjoys a distinguished career as a 
solo and chamber music performer. He is the 
principal pianist of the Richmond Symphony 
Orchestra and the Richmond Sinfonia, where 
he has performed as a _sol?ist ~nd has 
accompanied world class artists 1Dclud1Dg Mel 
Torme, Richard Hyman, Cab Calloway, Chet 
Atkins Steve Allen, and Carol Lawrence: Mr. 
Wilso~'s performances over the years have 
been numerous and varied: as pianist with the 
Joe Kennedy Quartet at the Nation_al 
Association of Jazz Educators Conference ID 
Atlanta; with the Louisville Symphony 
Orchestra as accompanist for flautist L-eslie 
Burrs; at the Smithsonian Institution as pianist 
with Trio Pro Viva, a chamber ensemble 
devoted to the performance of music by Black 
composers.· As soloist, he has ~erform_ed 
Beethoven's Piano Concerto No. 1 ID C maJor 
with the Petersburg Symphony Orchestra; 
Duke Elington's New World a' Comin' With 
the New River Valley and the Richmond 
Symphony orchestras, and Mozart's Piano 
Concerto No. 23 in A-major. Wilson was 
selected to perform in master classes 
conducted by Earl Wild and Leon Fleisher. 
In addition to his performances, he has 
conducted improvisational workshops f?r _the 
Richmond Music Teachers Association, 
Richmond Jazz Society (Bach, Bop and 
Beyond), Virginia Polytechnic l1_1st~t~te and 
Virginia State University with v10hmst Joe 
Kennedy, Jr. Benefit concerts have been 
presented for American Field Services and 
Richmond Area Retarded Citizens. 
As a recording artist, he is featured as soloist 
on Moonlight Piano, The Memphis 
Convention, and the Smithsonian Jazz CD Big 
Band Treasure Live. Since. the summer of 
1995 he has been the pianist for the 
Smithsonian Jazz Masterworks Orchestra 
conducted by David Baker. He began touring 
in January, 1996, celebrating the 150th year 
of tp.e Smithsonian exhibition. Concerts have 
been in Kansas, Colorado, California, Rhode 
Island, and Washington. 
Acclaimed pianist Hope Armstrong Erb 
received her. BA and MM. degrees in music 
from the University of Richmond. She 
performs frequently as a chamber musician, 
accompanist, soloist, and recital lecturer in the 
Richmond area. Her 1994 performance of 
the Bedrich Smetana piano trio with violinist 
Yen Yu and cellist Neal Cary was rated best 
chamber music performance of the year in 
the Richmond area by the Richmond Times-
Dispatch. 
The award-winning Fugue for Piano Four 
Hands performed on today's program was 
written by Mason Bates, a former piano and 
theory student of Ms. Erb, and wa~ first 
performed in 1994 by Ms. Erb and her 
daughter. In his second year at The Juilliard 
School, Mr. Bates won the coveted Charles 
Ives award for composition this year. 
Currently, Ms. Erb is the director of the newly 
·formed Greater Richmond Children's Choir at 
the Community School of the Performing Arts 
of Virginia Commonwealth University. She 
continues to teach piano in her private studio 
and is a vocal accornpanist atVCU. 
• PROGRAM • 
Toccata in C minor 
Moderato 
Adagio - con sentimento 
Allegro moderato 
Sonata in B-flat, op. 22 
' Allegro con brio 
Adagie> con molta espressione 
Menuetto - Minore 
Rondo - Allegretto 
L'Isle Joyeuse 
J.S. Bach 
(1685-17 50) 
Ludwig van Beethoven 
(1770-1827) 
Claude Debussy 
(1862-1918) 
• INTERMISSION • 
Sonata, op. 14, no. 3 
Allegro 
Adagio 
Rondo 
Fugue for Piano Four Hands 
I Got Rhythm 
(Impromptu variations) 
Waltz for Debby 
I 
Ecaroh (Horace) 
Muzio Clementi 
(1752-1832) 
-Mason Bates 
(b. 1977) 
George and Ira Gershwin 
(1898-1937) (1896-1983) 
William (Bill) John Evans 
(1929-1980) 
Horace Silver 
(b. 1928) 
GEORGE M. MODLIN CENTER FOR THE ARTS 
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
Admission is free of charge unless otherwise indicated. 
Personal Visions: 101 Photographs by 101 Photographers 
now until October 4, 1997 
Marsh ~rt Gallery 
Drawn from the private collection of Charles Cowles, this collection spans the century and 
provides an overview of the major movements of photography from Pictorialism through 
Post-Modernism. · 
Selections from the Permanent Collection 
now until October 4, 1997 
Marsh Art Gallery 
Highlighting recent additions to the permanent collection of the Marsh Art Gallery, the 
. exhibition includes a range of art works from the historical to th~contemporary. 
Shanghai Quartet with Ethan Sloane 
Wednesday, September 24, 1997, 8:00 PM 
Camp Concert Hall, Booker Hall of Music 
The University of Richmond's Quartet-in-Residence and guest clarinetist Ethan Sloi!ne, 
artistic director of the Hampden-Sydney Music Festival, will perform theMozart Clarinet 
Quintet in A major, arrangements of well-known Chinese folk songs and Smetana,s String 
Quartet No. 1 in E minor. · 
Opening Lecture:: Circa 1914 Medievalism in a Modem World 
Edwin Slipek, Jr.; architecture critic and curator of the exhibition, speaker 
Thursday, September 25, 1997, 7:00PM 
Marsh.Art Gallery 
Circa 1914: The GoHiicArchitecture of Ralph Adams Cram 
September 26, 1997 toJ anuary 31, 1998. 
Marsh Art Gallery · 
American architect and educator, Ralph Ada.ms Cram (1863-1942) passionately promoted · 
Gothic style throughout the United States. His 1911 masterplan for the University of 
Richmond is a major focus of the exhibition. 
Richmond Symphony Orchestra, Lecture·artQ Concert 
Sunday, September 28, 1997, 2pm Lecture, 3:00 PM Concert 
Camp Concert Hall, Booker Hall of Music 
The Richmond Symphony presents a program of works by Sibelius and Beethoven, and · 
features James Jacobson in a performance of David Schiff's Timpani Concerto. Tickets 
may be purchased by calling the Richmond Symphony Box Office, 788-1212. 
